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MEDTCAL NOTES.

Prevention of Blindness in Ohio.—At
the Fourth Annual Convention, National Or-
ganization for Public Health Nursing, held at
New Orleans May 2, Miss Helena R. Stewart,
state supervising nurse under the Department
of Public Health Education, State Board of
Health, detailed the modus opcrandi of the new
law in Ohio. For the period August 20, 1915,
to March 31, 1016, 576 cases of inflammation in
the eyes of the new-born were reported from 63
out of the 88 counties in that state. Completed
records arc in file in 351 cases. Physicians re-
ported 196 of these, midwives 101, others 54. It
is significant that of the cases reported by phy-
sicians, 141, or 72%, used the prophylactic. Out
of the 351 cases reported, ten cases of partial
blindness were noted.

New York State Medical Society.—At the
recent annual meeting of the New York State
Medical Society, Dr. Martin B. Tinker, for-
merly professor of surgery at the Cornell Med-

ical College, was elected president for the en-

suing year.

New York State Department op Health.—
On May 22 Governor Whitman of New York
signed an appropriation bill including an item
of $65,000 for the purchase of land and the
erection of a laboratory building in the city of
Albany for the State Department of Health.
The site chosen closely adjoins the Albany
Hospital and the new Albany Medical
School. The laboratory work of the Health De-
partment is at present carried on with great
difficulty in an old stable, which has several
times been condemned as unsanitary.

Rice Memorial Hospital.—It is announced
that Mrs. Isaac L. Rice of New York has pur-
chased from Cornell University a site at Irving-
ton-on-Hudson for the erection of a convales-
cent hospital as a memorial to her husband,
who died in November, 1914.

Endowment op Cancer Research at Co-
lumbia.—The executors of the estate of the late
Emil C. Bundy of New York recently paid to
Columbia University the sum of $100,000 for
the endowment of cancer research.

Fire in a Chemical Laboratory.—Report
from Chicago states that on April 21 a small
fire with an explosion of gases occurred in one
of the buildings of the Abbott Laboratories in
that city. This accident was not due to the
manufacture of ammunition or explosives, as
has been alleged in the public press, whose re-
ports of the extent and character of the accident
were much .exaggerated. The damage was small
and the work of the laboratory was resumed the
next morning, as usual.

Endowment for Jefferson Medical Col-
lege. A movement has recently been made to
secure for the Jefferson Medical College at
Philadelphia an additional permanent endow-
ment of $2,000,000. The sum of $100,000 to-
ward this amount has already been subscribed
by Mr. David Baugh, founder of the Baugh In-
stitute of Anatomy and Biology, on condition
that an equal amount should be raised on or
before June 16.

The will of the late Dr. J. William White,
trustee of the University of Pennsylvania, and
John Rhea Barton emeritus professor of sur-
gery, contained a bequest of $150,000 in trust as
a permanent endowment fund, of which the in-
come was to be used for establishing a profes-
sorship of surgical research in the medical de-
partment of the University, with which the
Jefferson Medical School is now affiliated.

Washington University Medical School.—
It is announced that the sum of $1,000,000 has
recently become available for the use of the
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Washington University Medical School. Of this
amount, $350,000 has been given by Edward
Mallinckrodt and John T. Milliken of St. Louis,
and the remainder by the General Education
Board. This sum is to be divided into two
funds of $500 each, named respectively after
Mr. Mallinckrodt and Mr. Milliken, to be de-
voted respectively to teaching and research in
pediatrics and in medicine, with full-time teach-
ers in this department.

Honorary Degrees to Physicians.—At the
commencement exercises of the various Amer-
ican Universities during the past week it has
been noteworthy that relatively few honorary
degrees have been conferred on physicians. At
Fordham University the honorary degree of
Litt.D. was conferred on Dr. James J. Walsh of
East Peppcrell, Mass. At Washington Uni-
versity, the honorary degree of LL.D. was con-
ferred on Dr. Theobald Smith of the Rockefeller
Institute of Medical Research, and at Princeton
University the honorary degree of LL.D. was
conferred on Dr. Leonard Wood, Major-Gen-
eral of the United States Army. Dr. Theobald
Smith also received the honorary degree of
Sc.D. from Yale; and Dr. Arthur Dean Bevan,
of Chicago, the honorary degree of A.M. At
Harvard Commencement President Lowell, in
recognition of Dr. Strong's recent services in
Serbia, conferred upon him the honorary de-
gree of Sc.D. in the following terms : "Richard
Pearson Strong, knight errant of these latter
days, armed not like the knights of old, but
with the power of science, yet running greater
risks than they; destroying dragons invisible to
mortal eye, and saving not one or two, but hun-
dreds and thousands by his art."

The Establishment of a National School
of Hygiene.—Report from Baltimore on June
13 contains the announcement that the Rocke-
feller Foundation purposes to establish in that
city, as an integral part of the Johns Hopkins
University, a National School of Hygiene and
Public Health.

The immediate need for such an institution,
according to the Foundation, has been empha-
sized by the difficulty cities and towns have had
in finding men equipped for promoting public
health,—sanitary and preventive measures gen-
erally. The possibilities of usefulness of men
so equipped, the Foundation pointed out, was
demonstrated by the efforts of the American
Red Cross in combating typhoid in Serbia and
by the International Health Board of the Foun-
dation in its campaign against hookworm dis-
ease throughout the world.

It is proposed to erect a building which will
cost about $200,000, as one of the Johns Hopkins
Hospital group. The running expenses are ex-

pected to be about $75,000 annually. The work
of organizing the school will be undertaken by
Dr. Welch, who is professor of pathology at

Johns Hopkins, and Dr. William H. Howell,
professor of physiology. It is planned to open
the school in October, 1917.

The influence of the school, it is announced,
will be extended toward education of the public
by exhibits, lectures and other means, with a
view to a better appreciation and understand-
ing of the importance of public and personal
hygiene and in cooperative efforts for the train-
ing of public health nurses.

A New Volume of the Oxyriiynchus
Papyri.—The eleventh volume of the Oxyriiyn-
chus Papyri, now stored at Oxford, England,
and recently edited by Drs. B. P. Grenfell and
A. S. Hunt, and published by the Egypt Explo-
ration Fund, is reviewed in the issue of the
Lancet for May 13. The papyrus contains one
médical manuscript, a Greek recipe for a ca-
thartic.

"The ingredients do not present any novelty
to scholars acquainted with those commonly to
be found in the so-called hiera (mixtures) of
Grœco-Roman times. The text runs as follows :
' Ingredients of a purging draught : Cummin 4
drachma?, fennel 2 dr., parsley 4 dr., costus 4
dr., mastich, 4 dr., coriander 7 dr., 21 laurel
berries, nut dr., ham(?) dr., pennyroyal dr.,
silphinm(î), salt, vinegar.' The number of
drachma; for a few of the constituents has be-
come obliterated. The word vtpva, rendered
'ham,' has probably some other meaning indi-
eating an herb, but a comparison with the lists of
ingredients in similar Greek recipes has so far
failed to suggest which plant it refers to. The
word rendered here silphium is <j>v\kov, which
was a title at this period for silphium from
Cyrene. Classic medical authors sometimes
used 4>v\Xov to indicate betel-nut. Silphium
(asafœtida) is almost certainly the correct in-
terpretation. This papyrus also contains two
notes upon the healing art as follows: 'For
strangury, to heal the sufferer, take the dry seed
of basil-thyme, crumble it with wine of Ascalon,
then drink it hot.' The Ascalon wine was cele-
brated above all the vintages of Syria. The
second says: 'For treating wounds, take the
fruit of a cypress and boil it and apply.' The
remainder of this fragmentary manuscript is
occupied with some partly legible portions of
what appears to be an apocryphal gospel con-
cerning healing of the sick, not only human suf-
ferers, but angelic ones, the latter being affected
with ocular disease."

Manufacture of Radium in America.—The
United States Bureau of Mines has recently is-
sued a report describing the methods adopted
at Denver, Col., in cooperation with the Na-
tional Radium Institute, for extracting radium
and other rare metals from the carnotite ores of
Colorado and Utah.

"The plant was first built on an experimental
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basis and began production in 1914, but it
proved so successful that it was decided to in-
crease its capacity by more than 100%, the con-
struction of the addition being completed in
February of last year. The capacity of the
plant is 3^2 tons of ore a day, and up to last
October nearly five grams of radium element
had been extracted, and approximately 2y2
grams of element delivered in the form of ra-
dium bromide, of such a degree of purity as
was desired by the hospitals interested in the
enterprise. The average cost of one gram of
radium element was $37,599 (£7520), though
the working costs of the first portion of the
plant were much larger than those of the sec-
ond. In addition, 31,650 pounds of uranium
oxide and 11,528 pounds of vanadium oxide
were extracted. The method worked out by the
Bureau depends on the use of nitric acid, which
is recovered as sodium nitrate, and 90% or more
of the radium in the ore is extracted. The
process has been tried only with American car-
notite, and may not be applicable to other
radium-bearing ores. The Bureau has been
anxious to try pitchblende, but has found it
impossible to obtain even a ton for experimentaluse."

Examination of School Children by Pri-
vate Physicians.—Up to last year, all children
attending the public and parochial schools in
New York City were physically examined byschool medical inspectors of the Health Depart-ment's Bureau of Child Hygiene. The largenumber of children to be examined and the rela-
tively small medical staff available, led the De-
partment to adopt a plan allowing physical ex-
amination of school children either by privatephysicians or by the school medical inspector,
at the option of the parent. This plan has now
been in operation since last fall, and a brief
résumé of the results recorded in the examina-
tions made by private physicians may be of
interest.

To date 18,360 cards have been returned,7,601 in Manhattan, 2,632 in the Bronx, 7,602
in Brooklyn, 373 in Queens and 102 in Rich-
mond. There were 94,426 admissions to schools
during the term September, 1915, to February,1916. (The admission figures for the next term
will not be completed until the end of the term.)The cards returned during the first semester up
to February 1 totaled 15,606, making a per-
centage of 16%, which represents the attitude
of the parents of the school children toward this
procedure, that is, one-sixth of them availed
themselves of the opportunity to allow privatephysicians to do public health work. There was
considerable variation in the percentage of
cards returned, Brooklyn and the Bronx return-
ing 21%' as against 13% from Manhattan and
4% each for the outlying boroughs of Richmond
and Queens.

Tabue I.—Private Physicians' Examinations.
Number Examined Private

of by Physicians'
Admissions. Number. Perecntairc.

Manhattan . 39,072 53C3 13.
Bronx. 12,410 2C82 21.
Hrooklyn . 33,903 718« 21.
Queens. 6,916 29N 4.
Richmond. 2,102 S7 4.

Total. 04,402 15,010 16.

In order to compare the results of the exami-
nations conducted by private physicians with
the results obtained by school medical inspectors
the following table was prepared, showing the
percentage of defects found in 16,203 children
examined by private physicians and in over half
a million children examined by school medical
inspectors.

Tahle II.—Percentage of Physical Defects in
School Children.

(comparing results of examinations 11y different
groups of examiners.)

Private School Medical Inspection.
Physicians'. 1914. 1916.

10,203 308,695 278,174
Examina- Examina- Examina-

tions, tions. tions.
Defective vision. 3.8 8.9 8.0

hearing.03 .('.1 .00
teeth. 33.8 50.78 04.07
nasal breath 11.7 0.35 10.0

Hyp. tonsils. 20.8 11.72 11.0
Defective nutrition.... 10.3 5.21 0.3
Cardiaq defects. 1.9 1.2S 1.5
Pulmonary defects_ 1.5 .10 .20
Orthopedic defects_ 1.5 .00 .72
Nervous defects. 3.0 .03 .05

Taken as a whole, there is a large degree of
correspondence between the two sets of figures.
The higher proportion of cardiac, pulmonary,
orthopedic and nervous defects found by pri-
vate physicians is readily understood when one
considers the superior surroundings and greater
time at the disposal of private physicians mak-
ing these examinations in their offices.

If the 15,616 examinations had been con-
ducted by the Department of Health they would
have required the services of school medical* in-
spectors and nurses as follows:
School medical Inspectors at .$1200 per yr., 4 =$4800
Nurses. at 900 per yr., 1 Vi= 1350

$0150
As it was, they cost the Department approxi-

mately $700 for circulars of information, ex-
amination cards, postage, etc., this constituting
a saving to the Department of $5,450.

Poliomyelitis in New York City.—Within
the past month an unusual number of cases of
poliomyelitis have been reported from Brooklyn.
Altogether, some two dozen cases have been re-
ported since June first, all but one in the prac-
tice of private physicians.

According to the Health Department investi-
gation, the cases are mild in character and have
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so far occurred principally in infants and very
young children. All but one of the cases are in
private families and in no instances have two
cases occurred in one family.

The Department requires a minimum period
of quarantine of six weeks and also insists on/
the exclusion from school of other children in
the same family. The disease is probably spread
through infected nasal discharge and the De-
partment, therefore, insists on precautions sim-
ilar to those in diphtheria.

The Department of Health calls attention to
the fact that diagnosis of suspected cases is
aided greatly by an examination of the cerebro-
spinal fluid. Such examinations are made free
of charge by the Health Department's labora-
tory. Physicians trained in the diagnosis of
the disease will consult with attending physi-
cians on request.

An extensive outbreak of infantile paralysis
embracing over 2,500 cases occurred in New
York in 1907 and was carefully studied by a
special committee appointed by the New York
Academy of Medicine.

In order to make certain that all cases of in-
fantile paralysis are being reported, a house-to-
house canvass is to be made of each blocit in
which there is known to be a case of polio-
myelitis. Every family in such a block will be
visited by a nurse attached to the Bureau of
Preventable Diseases, who will endeavor to find
any additional suspicious cases of the disease.
If she finds that such a case is under the care
of a private physician, she will at once report
that fact to headquarters, so that the Depart-
ment of Health may take up with the physician
the proper isolation, etc., to be pursued. If no

physician is in attendance, a competent diagnos-
tician will at once be detailed by the Depart-
ment of Health to visit the patient and take
whatever steps are necessary to prevent the
spread of the disease to others.

Acting Commissioner Billings has addressed
a letter to every Brooklyn physician, calling at-
tention to the existence of poliomyelitis in
Brooklyn and asking for their cooperation in
controlling the disease.

Seven additional cases of poliomyelitis were

reported from Brooklyn on June 20, two of
them in one family. At the Health Department,
the increased number reported was thought to
be largely due to the newspaper publicity of the
past few days. Further increase in reported
cases is expected within the next few days as
the result of the 2500 circulai*- letters sent out
on June 19 by Acting Commissioner Billings, to
all the physicians in Brooklyn. Most of the
cases thus far reported have occurred among
Italians. The youngest patient in the group
reported June 20 is nine months old. Three of
the patients are two years old, one is three
years, one four years, and another five years
old. The house-to-house canvass now being
conducted has not yet been finished. As far

as can be determined, the disease is practically
localized in the old section of Brooklyn.

Inasmuch as only ten new cases suspected to
be infantile paralysis were reported to the De-
partment of Health in response to the personal
letter

.

sent to each Brooklyn physician, the
health officials in charge of the investigation ex-
pressed the view that the outbreak was not
spreading and that conditions would probably
soon return to normal. Investigation of some of
the suspected cases yesterday led to the inclu-
sion of four additional true cases, making the
total number in Brooklyn in the present out-
break 47, of which three have ended fatally.
The Health Department expects to complete its
investigation of all the suspected cases by this
evening and will at once prepare a list of true
cases under observation.

Prevalence of Measles in Washington.—
The weekly report of the United States Public
Health Service for June 16, states that during
the week ended June 3j 1916, 409 cases of
measles with one death were reported in Seattle,
Wash. The epidemic of measles began in this
city on February 15, 1916, since which time
there have been in Seattle a total of 3921 cases
of the disease, with eight deaths.

european war notes.

Medical Aspects op the Dublin Revolt.—
In the issue of the Journal for June 8, we com-
incnlcd on certain medical aspects of the Dub-
lin revolt of April 24. The issue of the Lancet
for May 13 contains a further statement of the
casualties and of the hospital and ambulance
arrangements. These details are of particular
interest to those to whom Dublin is familiar as a
medical center.

The official figures announce the casualties as
124 killed and 388 wounded. Irish daily pa-
pers of the date of May 6 contain the names of
160 civilians killed, probably a total of 200 is a
conservative estimate. Somewhat less than this
number of soldiers were killed.

"Of wounds, Jervis Street Hospital, which is
in the center of Dublin, close to the General
Post Office, treated some 400 cases. Mercer's
Hospital, which is close to the Royal College of
Surgeons, treated 130 cases of shot wounds. The
City of Dublin Hospital and Sir Patrick Dun's
Hospital, which are near the Northumberland
Road and Mount Street Bridge area, also treat-
ed large numbers, and all the city hospitals, as
well as the Dublin Castle Red Cross Hospital
and the King George V. Military Hospital, re-
ceived their share. The total may have been
anything between 1,000 and 2,000. The great
majority were, of course, civilians, including a
large number of women and children. This is,
perhaps, inevitable in street fighting, especially
when the locality is strange to both troops and
officers. The presence of a few rebels, or even
of one sniper in a particular house or court, en-
dangered the lives of several score innocent per-
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sons, and in many cases those innocent suffered
for the guilty. Civilians were also shot by the
rebels, chiefly in the first hours of the outbreak.

"As the arms varied greatly, so also did the
character of the wounds. The wounds produced
by military rifles were such as the war has ac-
customed surgeons to, but the number of head
wounds was notably large. Most of these were
received by civilians who incautiously looked
1 h rough their windows while the military were
being fired at by rebel snipers in their neighbor-
hood. The firearms possessed by the rebels
seem to have varied within the widest limits.
Many of them apparently had serviceable rifles,
such as Mausers and Winchesters, but all sorts
of arms were used. Many round bullets have
been picked up, and it is probable that they
were fired from shotguns, the bullets being sub-
stituted for shot in the cartridges. It is said
that the rebels were possessed of a few machine-
guns.
"It is too soon to judge of the effects of

treatment, but one may hope that the results
will be better than have been generally seen in
military operations in France. In the first
place, treatment was given speedily, and in the
second the clothes of the wounded were fairly
clean, and were not, as in France, sodden with
infective mud.

"Some of the hospitals which gave most at-
tention to the wounded have already been men-

tioned, but as fighting was taking place simul-
taneously in several quarters of Dublin, all the
city hospitals were kept busy. In some in-
stances the wounded could not, on account of
danger in the street, gain access to the general
hospitals, and the special hospitals gave accom-
modation willingly. In particular, the National
Maternity Hospital in Holies Street received a
great many civilian patients. The Rotunda
Hospital, which was for some time occupied by
the troops, also treated casualties and received
dead bodies, while the Royal Victoria Eye and
Ear Hospital took overflow patients from sev-
eral institutions.

"Two urgency hospitals were opened by the
local branches of the British Red Cross Society
and the St. John Ambulance Association, one in
Merrion Square with 20 beds, and one in Lower
FitzWilliam Street with 25. They served as
overflow hospitals for Sir Patrick Dun's and
.Mercer's Hospitals respectively. The staffs of
the several hospitals worked under great diffi-
culties. In some cases surgeons were unable to
reach their own hospitals at all, and in most
cases those who were able to get to their hos-
pitals had perforce to stay there for several
days. The members of the staffs of the Ade-
laide, Jervis Street, the Mater Misericordia;, and
the Richmond Hospitals, for instance, were vir-
tual prisoners in these institutions from Easter
Monday or Tuesday to Saturday or Sunday.
Many of the hospitals were repeatedly struck
by bullets, but I have not heard of any casualty

in a city hospital. For a night and a day Jervis
Street Hospital was in imminent danger of fire,
as the great Sackville Street fire steadily ap-
proached it by the two lanes of Henry Street"
and Abbey Street. The same hospital was

threatened by the fire of a big gun, the officer in
charge of which was unaware that the building
was a hospital. The Adelaide Hospital, close to
Messrs. Jacobs's factory, a rebel stronghold, had
to stand some rounds from a machine-gun in-
tended for Jacobs's. As the city gas-supply was
cut off early in the week operative work in the
hospitals was rendered very difficult.

"The work of transporting the wounded to
hospital was performed with much courage.
Royal Army Medical Corps ambulances plied to
the Castle and the King George V. Hospitals.

"Considerable damage was done by fire to
public buildings, especially the Post Office and
the Imperial Hotel. The building of the Royal
College of Surgeons, which was one of the first
to be occupied by the insurgents, fortunately
received but slight damage. The windows over-
looking St. Stephen's Green were riddled by
rifle and machine gun fire, which also did some
damage to the walls and furniture. Some of
the Library books had been employed to form
barricades."

War Relief Funds.—On June 24 the totals
of the principal New England relief funds for
the European War reached the following
amounts :

Belgian Fund .$128,449.26
Allied Fund. 122,053.82
Serbian Fund. 100,495.72
French Wounded Fund . 89,998.38
Armv Huts Fund. 59,480.60
French Orphanage Fund. 56,315.23
Armenian Fund. 50,648.28
Surgical Dressings Fund . 36,512.67
Facial Hospital Fund. 22,357.55
Italian Fund. 20,093.56
Cardinal Mercier Fund . 6,892.50
Artists ' Fund. 2,532.62

BOSTON AND NEW ENGLAND.

The Week's Death Rate in Boston.—Dur-
ing the week ending June 24, 1916, there were
233 deaths reported, with a rate of 15.98 per
1,000 population, as compared with 192 and a
rate of 13.38 for the corresponding week of last
year. There were 34 deaths under 1 year, as

compared with 30 last year, and 81 deaths over
60 years of age, against 53 last year.

During the week the number of cases of prin-
cipal reportable diseases were: diphtheria, 54;
scarlet fever, 20 ; typhoid fever, 1 ; measles, 320 ;
whooping cough, 48 ; tuberculosis, 46.

Included in the above were the following
cases of non-residents: diphtheria, 11; scarlet
fever, 5 ; measles, 2 ; whooping cough, 1.

Total deaths from these diseases were : diph-
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tlieria, 3 ; measles, 6 ; tuberculosis, 20 ; whoop-
ing cpugh, 1.

Included in the above were the following
deaths of non-residents: diphtheria, 1; tubercu-
losis, 2.

Boston City Hospital Alumni Field Day.
—The annual reunion and field day of the Bos-
ton City Hospital Alumni and house officers
was held on the new South Department
grounds, West Roxbury, on Tuesday, June 27.
The athletic program, in charge of Dr. Paul
Withington and Dr. John Woodside, began at"
three o'clock by a baseball game between the
alumni and the house officers, followed by
races, swimming events and other games. Sup-
per was served at six o'clock.

Debarment of Milk from Boston Market.
—Report from Rutland, Vt., on June 16 states
that as the result of a recent inspection of local
farms by inspectors of the Boston Board of
Health, nearly forty dairies in Rutland, Ben-
nington and Windbam Counties have been for-
bidden to ship milk, butter or cheese to the
Boston market until they have complied with
various requirements of the inspectors for mak-
ing changes in their barns and dairy accessories.

Discontinuance of Camridge Milk Sta-
tions.—It is announced that during the coming
summer the system of milk stations which has
been maintained for several years in Cambridge
will be discontinued. In its stead two graduate
nurses trained in infant welfare work will visit
the homes of babies throughout the city. It is
expected that this method will reach a larger
number of patients and will help families to
help themselves in the care of their children
better than the system of milk stations.

Maine Homeopathic Medical Society.—The
fiftieth annual convention of the Maine Homeo-
pathic Medical Society was held at Augusta,
Me., on June 13. The speakers included Dr.
John A. Hayward of Portland on "History of
the Maine Homeopathic Society," and Dr.
John P. Sutherland, dean of the Boston Uni-
versity School of Medicine, who gave an address
on "Hahnemann's Homeopathy."

The following officers were elected : President,
Dr. L. A. Brown of Portland; vice-presidents,
Dr. F. A. Ferguson of Portland and Dr. W. H.
Walters of Fairfield; treasurer, Dr. W. S.
Thompson of Augusta ; corresponding secretary,
Dr. Carrie E. Newton of Brewer; chairman of
the board of censors, Dr. H. F. Marin of Bath.

Opening of the Burrage Hospital.—The
Burrage Hospital on Bumpkin Island, in Boston
Harbor, was reopened for its fourteenth season
on Thursday, June 8.

"The association which maintains this charity
is incorporated under the laws of Massachusetts,
with Mr. Burrage as president of the corpora-
tion ; Mrs. Alice H. Burrage, treasurer, and Al-

bert C. Burrage, Jr., clerk. Dr. Philip A.
Shinn, a graduate of Tufts Medical School of
last summer, who has since been on the staff of
the Robert B. Brigham Hospital, has been en-

gaged as resident physician. The surgeons are
Dr. W. F. Wesselhoeft, Dr. T. E. Chandler and
Dr. C. T. Howard. Dr. O. W. Chadwell is in
charge of the medical department; Dr. George
H. Earl is in charge of the orthopedics, and
Dr. Carlisle Reed is the examining physician.

"The consulting surgeons are as follows:
Dr. Charles F. Painter, dean of Tufts Medical
School and chief of staff of Robert Brigham
Hospital; Dr. Lloyd T. Brown of the Massa-
chusetts General Hospital and the Robert Brig-
ham Hospital; Dr. Mark Rogers, Dr. Robert B.
Osgood and Dr. Harry C. Low, all of the Massa-
chusetts General Hospital ; Dr. Charles H. Law-
rence of the Robert Brigham Hospital, Dr. E.
P. Richardson, surgeon at Robert Brigham Hos-
pital and his assistant surgeon, Dr. Richard H.
Miller, who is connected also with the Massa-
chusetts General; and Dr. Edward N. Libby of
the City Hospital."

Bumpkin Island was originally granted by
royal charter of King James of England to
Samuel Ward, who on his death bequeathed it
to Harvard College, from whom it is now leased
by Mr. Albert C. Burrage.

"The hospital is in the form of the letter H,
175 feet long by 153 wide, and sets just back
of the crown of the island, which contains fifty
acres. It is two stories high at the front and
three at the back, of light buff brick with stair-
cases of iron to make it absolutely fireproof. In
the central section, extending from the rear, is
an inclined runway which, by long slopes, leads
from floor to floor for the convenience of wheel
chairs and the ambulance. On the first floor
are the administrative offices and reception
rooms, the dining rooms, kitchen, serving rooms
and scullery, all large enough to provide for the
utmost capacity of the building. There are
four large wards on each floor, and each contains
fourteen beds and smaller adjoining wards.
There are a number of bathrooms. The operat-
ing room is equipped with all appliances known
to modern surgery.

"On the second floor are rooms where special
patients or critical cases may be placed for more
careful observation. There are convalescent
rooms and a library, as well. On the upper
floor of the central wing are nurses' and ser-

vants' quarters with laundry, drying rooms and
ample storage place in the large airy basement.
All the walls of the hospital are of faced brick,
enameled in white. The building is supplied
with water piped from Hingham. There are gas"
and steam plants on the island."

The institution is essentially a convalescent
hospital at which the preference is given to or-

thopedic cases. Only patients between the ages
of two and fifteen and with non-contagious dis-
eases are admitted.
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Incidence of Communicable Disease -in
Chelsea, Mass.—The annual report of the
Board of Health of Chelsea, Mass., for the year
1915, states that a total of 988 cases of report-
able diseases were recorded. This increase of 202
from last report is accounted for by the large
number of cases of measles occurring in Novem-
ber and December. Diphtheria showed a de-
crease from 107 cases in 1914, to 70 in 1915;
scarlet fever a decrease from 222 to 78 ; typhoid
fever a decrease from 37 to 35 ; measles showed
a great increase—from 194 to 462 ; 293 of these
cases occurring in November and December.
Ophthalmia neonatorum showed an; increase from
28 to 36. Many of the cases were very mild
inflammations, and some were apparently no
more than an irritation following the use of the
silver nitrate solution. One case of pellagra was

reported from the United States Marine Hospi-
tal. There were 127 cases of all forms of tuber-
culosis reported. The deaths numbered 29, the
least number since 1900.

Harvard Dental Alumni Association.—The
forty-fifth annual meeting and dinner of the
Harvard Dental Alumni Association were held
in Boston on June 21. The principal addresses
were made by Dr. Eugene H. Smith, dean of
the Harvard Dental School, and by Dr. Charles
A. Brackett. The following officers were elected
for the ensuing year : president, Dr. Ernest A.
Chute ; secretary, Dr. Charles T. Warner ; treas-
urer, Dr. James J. O'Brien.

Massachusetts State Nurses Association.
—The thirteenth annual meeting of the Massa-,
chusetts State Nurses Association was held in
Boston on Tuesday of last, week, June 13. The
address of welcome was given by the president,
Miss Sara E. Parsons.

"At 11 in the morning the League of Nursing
Education met at 636 Boylston street, and had
as speakers Miss Helen Wood, R.N., Miss Ellen
T. Emerson and Miss M. E. P. Davis, R.N. A
meeting for the organization of the section for
private duty nurses was held at 585 Boylston
street, at 1 in the afternoon. The councillors
met at the same place at 2.30, after which
followed the business meeting. Speakers in-
cluded Representative John J. Kearney of the
public health committee of the Massachusetts
State Legisa ture, on 'Value of State Control
of Training Schools for Nurses,' and David C.
Gibson, R.N., on 'The Place of the Graduate
Male Nurse in the Profession.' Discussions fol-
lowed talks by Miss Ellen T. Emerson of Con-
cord, Miss Emma M. Nichols, R.N., Miss Carrie
M. Hall, R.N., and Miss Esther Dart, R.N. The
committee on arrangements included Miss M.
E. P. Davis, R.N., chairman, Miss Sara E. Par-
sons, R.N., and Miss Charlotte W. Dana, R.N."

The following officers were elected for the
ensuing year: President, Miss Sara E. Parsons;

vice-president, Miss Lucia L. Jaquith; second
vice-president, Miss Mary A. Meyers; recording
secretary, Miss Julia A. Smith ; corresponding
secretary, Miss M. E. P. Davis; treasurer, Miss
Esther Dart; historian, Miss Mary M. Riddle.

Investigation of Non-Pulmonary Tubercu-
losis.—Among the resolves (Chapt. 62) of the
current session of the Massachusetts General
Court may be noted the following, with refer-
ence to the investigation by the State Depart-
ment of Health of non-pulmonary tuberculosis.

' ' Resolved, That the state department of health
is hereby authorized and directed to investigate
the matter of non-pulmonary tuberculosis with
special reference to children and adolescents
throughout the commonwealth. The depart-
ment shall determine so far as possible:—

"First, the present number of cases of non-

pulmonary tuberculosis in the commonwealth,
and their situation.

"Second, the number of hospital beds now
available for the care of such cases.

' ' Third, the number of additionalhospital beds
needed for the proper care and treatment of
such cases, and the proper situation of such
beds.

"Fourth, whether such additional beds, if
needed, should be supplied by additions to, or

enlargements of, existing general or other hos-
pitals, or by providing new institutions designed
for the purpose of treating non-pulmonary tu-
berculous cases exclusively.

' ' Fifth, how such additions to or enlargements
of general or other hospitals, or such new in-
stitutions, if they are needed, should be financed"
and administered.
" The said department may hold such public or

private hearings as it may deem proper for the
purpose aforesaid, and shall report to the next
general court, on or before the second Wednes:
day in January, with its conclusions and such
recommendations and drafts of proposed legis-
lation as it may deem expedient. To carry out
the purposes of this resolve, the department
may expend a sum not exceeding five hundred
dollars. ' '

This resolve was officially approved on April
27, 1915.

Massachusetts Commission for the Blind.
—The recently published annual report of the
Massachusetts Commission for the Blind states
that of 40,259 school children examined last'year
in the cities of Cambridge, Lynn and New Bed-
ford, 1,892 or 4.7 per cent, have only one-half
normal vision or less. Of these children, 3.1
per cent, have never previously had their eyes
examined or been provided with glasses. The
important problem arises as to how many of
these children should be relieved entirely of
regular school work on account of their defec-
tive vision.
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"The facts brought out in this year's study
more than confirm the estimate, presented in
our last report, that at least .1 per cent, of
school children require special education in de-
fective eyesight, or conservation of eyesight,
classes. In the three cities studied this year at
least 68, or .17 per cent, of the 40,259 public
school children should be transferred to such
special classes. It is, therefore, probably safe
to estimate that fully .17 per cent, of the 382,548
school children in cities, or at least 650, require
such classes. As for the 193,962 children in
towns, .17 per cent., or at least 330, may be
expected to need special training.

"The commission reported that during the
twelve months ending Nov. 30, 1915, only one
new case of total blindness from ophthalmia
neonatorum was discovered in this State. The
commission said that there might be other cases
not unknown, but that it was safe to say that
the menace from this cause of blindness has
been reduced to less than 1 per cent, as a factor
in bringing about loss of sight."

Venerable Living Harvard Physicians.—
The recently published annual necrology of
Harvard University shows that an exception-
ally large proportion of the oldest living grad-
uates are physicians. The senior alumnus of
the college is Dr. Nicholas Emery Soule of
Exeter, N. H., who was born in 1824, and re-
ceived the degree of A.B. in 1845. The only
survivor of the class of 1846 is also a physician,
Dr. Abner Little Merrill of Boston. The senior
alumnus of the Lawrence Scientific School is
Dr. William Lewis Jones of Atlanta, Ga., who
received the degree of S.B. in 1851. The class
of 1843 of the Harvard Medical School has two
survivors, Dr. Kimball Hill and Dr. Edward
Philippe LeProhon.

Miscellany.

CHANGES IN COST OF DRUGS.

During the past quarter there have been vari-
ous modifications in the cost of standard drugs
as affected by war conditions, sometimes result-
ing in an increase, and sometimes in a decrease
in price. Report from New York on April 13,
describes in part as follows, the condition of
the drug market at that date.

"Fluctuations still are the rule in the market
for drugs and chemicals. Supplies in the
majority of cases are at a lower point than ever,
despite all attempts at domestic production.
Quicksilver and all mercury products, carbolic
acid, hydrogen peroxide, quinine, chloride of
lime and such alkali products as caustic soda and
soda ash are the only ones which have shown
tendency to decline.

"Corrosive sublimate, powdered and granular,
has been reduced 50 cents, to $2.23 and $2.28
per pound; calomel 45 cents, to $2.53 per
pound; mercury bisulphate 55 cents to $2.19
per pound ; red precipitate, powdered and gran-
ular, 45 cents to $2.83 and $2.93 per pound;
white precipitate 50 cents to $2.93 and $2.98 for
the powdered and granular; blue pills, mass
and powdered, 20 cents to $1.35 and $1.37 per
pound; mercury with chalk, 20 cents to $1.37
and $1.39 per pound; mercurial ointment "V2"
35 cents to $1.43 and $1.44 per pound; mercury
"1-3" $1.38 and $1.39-per pound; and citrine
ointment 20 cents to 80 and 81 cents per pound.

"Sensational advances have been the rule in
citric as well as in tartaric acid, tartar emetic
and cream of tartar. For citric acid $1.00 to
$1.10 per pound is asked against a maker's con-
tract figure of 64 and 64i/2 cents per pound.
Tartaric acid is now quoted at approximately
85 and 88 cents for the crystals and 82 cents
for the powdered.

"Agar-agar or Japanese isinglass, also usea

as a gelatine, has advanced to 40 and 70 cents
per pound, while antimony oxide is nominal at
50 cents and antimony powdered needle to 45
and 471/2 cents per pound. Russian cantharides
have been held up by the closing of the port of
Archangel and prices have advanced to $8.50
and $9.00 per pound. But oil of coriander, an-
other product of Russian origin, which has been
held at $50.00 per pound, has dropped to $30.00
per pound from $35.00 per pound. So far as

Japanese menthol is concerned, demand has been
comparatively light, and local sellers have con-
tinued to quote the comparatively low figure of
$3.15 per pound in cases and $3.20 per pound in
broken lots. The hitrh cost of tea siftines as
well as the heavy demand which has brought
stocks of caffeine alkaloid in this country prac-
tically to the vanishing point has resulted in an

advance to $20.00 per pound for the alkaloid
and $9.75 per pound for the citrated. Oil of
anise also had advanced to $1.10 and $1.15 per
pound, following a rise in "star" anise seed
to 25Vi> and 261/2 cents per pound.

"All offerings of icbthyol have been with-
drawn by the controlling factors, owing to their
inability to procure further supplies from
Mexico. Substitutes are being offered at $6.50
against a price of $4.50 for the original prod-
uct. It is understood that Tecolutla, the only
shipping port now remaining open in Mexico,
has been practically closed to merchandise ship-
incuts.

"The market for all coal tar products con-
tinues to pursue an extremely anomalous course.
Carbolic acid has undergone several successive
declines to a basis of $1.08 and $1.10 per pound
in drums and $1.19 to $1.22 per pound in
pound bottles while forward contracts for de-
liveries late this year as well as during 1917
have been booked as low as 80 and 85 cents per
pound The domestic output has been greatly
increased of late and is now estimated at from
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